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Minutes

Northampton County Comprehensive Plan Advisory Committee

March 22, 2012

This was a regular meeting of the Northampton County Comprehensive Plan Advisory Committee (CPAC)
held on Thursday, March 22, 2012, in the Main Conference Room located at 16404 Courthouse Road in
Eastville, Virginia.  Those present were Chairman Bill Parr, Vice-Chairman Bill Payne, Pat Coady, Peter
Lawrence, Billy Moore, Butch Bailey, Charles Bell, and Dick Drury.  Absent from the meeting was David
Long.

Also in attendance were invited guest Del. Lynwood Lewis; Supervisor Larry Trala; and Sandra Benson,
Northampton County Planning Director.

The meeting was called to order at 9:05 a.m. and a quorum was established.  Chairman Parr noted that
the entire committee is to attend the upcoming State of the County Breakfast on Friday, April 6, 2012,
and a brief discussion followed concerning reservations.  Mr. Parr summarized for Del. Lewis the recent
work of the committee as well as upcoming tasks, noting that it was their desire to build a bridge to
Richmond in order to make better use of state resources that are available for rural areas.  He also
advised that Mary Rae Carter, Deputy Secretary for Rural Economic Development, is working on
potential dates for the committee to visit Richmond and stated that the committee is attempting to
define “economic success” for Northampton County.

Del. Lewis discussed with the committee various economic initiatives around Virginia as well as
resources potentially available to assist the county.  He noted that important factors for local economic
success are the presence of a local organization and/or point person charged with economic
development, a regional approach to economic development, local investment in economic
development activities, quality K-12 education/ quality school system, availability of workforce training
and a trained workforce, and capitalizing on existing assets (e.g., deep-water harbor, railroad, industrial
sites).  Del. Lewis indicated that he is attempting to work with the two county administrators to create a
regional economic development organization and hopes to make progress on that initiative during the
spring and summer.   He also noted that one advantage that rural Southwest Virginia counties have over
counties such as Northampton is the infusion of Tobacco Commission monies to fund economic
development activities.

Del. Lewis described some financial resources and incentives that are potentially available:
 Building Collaborative Communities Grant/Community Development Block Grant
 Job Investment Program
 Rail & Public Transportation Program
 Governor’s Opportunity Fund
 Enterprise Zone

Del. Lewis also mentioned the following agencies as potential resources for assistance:
 Virginia Department of Housing & Community Development
 Virginia Economic Development Partnership (VEDP)
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 Virginia Legislative Rural Caucus (Dir. Glenn Sink)

Committee members referenced concerns about Rt. 13 safety issues and state highway regulations,
specifically the costs of compliance for small businesses.  Del. Lewis noted that several years ago a
Richmond Times-Dispatch news article had characterized Rt. 13 as the most dangerous stretch of
highway in Virginia second only to I-81.  He also indicated that in April VDOT is scheduled to devolve
some decision-making back to local residencies.  He agreed that it could be useful to schedule a visit
with Dennis Heuer, VDOT Hampton Roads District Administrator.  Mr. Coady suggested that small grants
or low-interest loans to small businesses for required transportation/roadway improvements would be
extremely helpful.

Del. Lewis also discussed with the committee the following initiatives which he believes will or could
inure to the benefit of the entire Eastern Shore:

 VEDP emphasis on wind energy development, particularly a potential offshore wind farm
(Dominion Power application 3/19/12)

 Mid-Atlantic Spaceport activities, including associated upgrading of rail facilities
 Various tunnel construction projects which could involve Bayshore Concrete
 State budget proposal for a new Eastern Shore Community College (ESCC) facility and efforts to

create a meaningful ESCC presence in Northampton County
 Potential FAA test sites for drones (UAV/UAS technology), possibly in Wallops area

Del. Lewis expressed the opinion that the lowest-hanging fruit for local economic development at this
time is space tourism.  He stated that an important role for the business community is to provide
political support for initiatives that may not have much popular support.  He suggested that it would be
important to include representation from the agriculture, aquaculture, and tourism sectors in ongoing
discussions about local economic development.

Following Del. Lewis’ departure at approximately 10:30 a.m., the committee accepted the minutes of
the March 15, 2012, meeting upon proper motion and second by Mr. Bell and Mr. Coady.

Chairman Parr distributed copies of a VEDP item “Inventory of Local-Level Incentives” as well as a news
article about Rt. 13.  He indicated that he will follow up with Mary Rae Carter about dates for a
Richmond trip and also stated that he is attempting to coordinate a visit by or with Sen. Ralph Northam.

Following brief discussion about the April 6, 2012, State of the County Breakfast, it was agreed that
members would make their own reservations.

Mr. Coady volunteered to review the traffic assessment study and offer a summary to the committee.
Mr. Lawrence indicated that he would be following up with Rachel Cox of VDOT to learn more about Rt.
13 safety issues.

Mr. Parr indicated that he would consider the agenda for March 29, 2012 in Mr. Payne’s absence and
provide information to staff.

The meeting was adjourned at 10:45 a.m.


