Minutes
Northampton County Planning Commission

July 2, 2013

This was a regular meeting of the Northampton County Planning Commission held on Tuesday,
July 2, 2013, in the Board chambers located at 16404 Courthouse Road in Eastville, Va.

Those present were Chair Martina Coker, Vice-Chair Michael Ward, Sylvia Stanley, Dixon
Leatherbury and Severn Carpenter. Absent from the meeting was Roberta Kellam.

Also attending were Charles McSwain, Director of Development; Peter Stith, Long Range
Planner and Commission Secretary; and Kay Downing, Administrative Assistant.

The Chair called the meeting to order at 7:00 p. m. and established a quorum.
Review and acceptance of the agenda

Upon motion by Commissioner Leatherbury the agenda was revised so that the order and
format of the comp plan could be discussed under Procedural Matters first and an additional
communications item was added. Second was made by Commissioner Carpenter and the
motion carried unanimously 5 to O.

Public hearings: none.

Matters from the public: none.

Patti G. Kiger, M.Ed., from Eastern Virginia Medical School presented a power point overview
on the Eastern Shore Healthy Communities coalition. She noted that the scope of one’s health
involves physical, mental and social well-being. Major determinants of health and their
contribution to premature death were presented as: 40% behavioral patterns, 30% genetic
predisposition, 15% social circumstances, 10% health care and 5% environmental exposure.
Also, it was reported that social determinants of health are safe and affordable homes and
neighborhoods, safe supportive early childhood experiences, transportation options, social
support, freedom from prejudice and bullying, access to preventive services, food quality
education, social support, stable employment, steady livable wages and access to safe
recreational spaces. She noted that the health environment here needs to change and policy
interventions are needed at all levels by working with working with local employers,
restaurants, organizations, towns, schools, and faith communities. Before closing, Ms. Kiger
noted that the coalition’s Leadership Institute will be located on the Eastern shore in the near
future.
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Under Procedural Matters the commission reviewed the format style of Part 1, Section 5
Environmental & Natural Resources as submitted by Commissioner Kellam. Commissioner
Leatherbury stated his opinion that the format is less important that the content and standard
of analysis. Commissioner Ward stated his opinion that analysis is lacking in this first draft. He
suggested that a precise explanation of each issue should be stated and then the solution
should be listed.

Related to content, Mr. Stith expressed his concern that comments and feedback obtained
from all groups should be reflected and not just those comments gleaned from public
workshops.

Commissioner Ward noted that themes should be prioritized. Commissioner Leatherbury
agreed and the Chair suggested that more explanation be given as to why a goal was chosen.
There should be a consistent process when identifying goals and strategies. She also suggested
that the rationale for each goal be provided and that perhaps public comments could be
synthesized.

Mr. Stith noted that the plan will include a Public Participation Section similar to the model
presented by Ms. Benson in her summary.

Discussing goals again, Commissioner Ward suggested that only those goals that are feasible
should be chosen and prioritized.

Commissioner Stanley stated her opinion that the draft format is confusing when reading
across the page. Commissioners Carpenter and Leatherbury agreed and it was suggested that a
new format be presented at the next work session if possible.

Returning to discussion about theme selection, Commissioner Leatherbury suggested that there
was no purpose to list themes that are beyond the county’s power or jurisdiction such as those
listed in the existing comp plan that relate to state and federal laws.

While reviewing the Environmental draft it was suggested that issues should include
groundwater protection, pollution from agricultural uses, recreation & tourism, plus add
forestry to Item #4. After brief discussion, no decision was made to include TMDL language.

A short break was taken at 8:26 p.m.

The commission then agreed by consensus to re-order the review process by sections as
follows: (1) Environment & Natural Resources, (2) Economic, (3) Housing, (4) Community
Facilities, (5) Land Use and (6) Transportation. The Chair asked for staff support in writing
section introductions and format.
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Mr. Stith noted that the completed draft of Part Il will be sent to the CPAC and PRSG for review
with an explanation that Part Il is comprised of data for review. Also, it is anticipated that the
groups will not meet until after Part | is submitted to them as well for review. Then all
comments from both groups on both comp plan sections will be forwarded to the commission.

When asked if the Board will also receive Part I, Mr. Stith replied yes.
Consideration of Minutes

The minutes of the April 17, 2013 work session were unanimously approved 5 to 0 as submitted
upon motion by Commissioner Stanley and second from Commissioner Carpenter.

The minutes of the May 22, 2013 work session were unanimously approved 5 to 0 as submitted
upon motion by Commissioner Stanley and second from Commissioner Leatherbury.

The minutes of the June 4, 2013 meeting were unanimously approved 5 to 0 as submitted upon
motion by Commissioner Leatherbury and second from Commissioner Ward.

The minutes of the June 19, 2013 work session were unanimously approved 5 to 0 as submitted
upon motion by Commissioner Stanley and second from Commissioner Carpenter.

Communications

The Chair then read an email from Commissioner Miller which is attached as part of the official
record. The Chair expressed gratitude to Ms. Miller for her many years of conscientious service
in fulfilling the duties of a planning commissioner.

There was nothing new to report from the incorporated towns. Electronic agendas from the
Town of Cape Charles had been forwarded to the commission for information purposes.

Monthly Staff Report
Mr. Stith’s monthly report was submitted as follows.

1. Board/Town Action on Zoning Matters: The Board of Supervisors approved SUP 2013-03 for
Susan Dunton. The Board adopted the FY14 budget on June 18",

2. Comprehensive Plan Review: All of the Part Il Sections have been finalized and are being
prepared for distribution to the PRSG and CPAC for their review and comment.
3. Planning Commission Membership: Martina Coker was reappointed by the Board on June

18 for another term on the Commission. No one was appointed to fill the at-large vacancy
left by Comissioner Miller.
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Mr. Stith also reported that the Board of Zoning Appeals had approved the variance request
filed by Barbara Thomas.

Informal verbal comments about the recent groundwater workshop were made by
Commissioner Ward and Mr. McSwain. It was their understanding that according to data and
information presented by Britt McMillan there is not a water resource problem here but the
location of wells should be monitored to prevent cones of depression from occurring because
of large withdrawals.

Recess

Motion to recess until 7:00 p.m. on July 17, 2013, was made at 9:00 p.m. by Commissioner
Stanley with second by Commissioner Carpenter. The motion carried unanimously.

Chair Secretary
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