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Minutes 

Northampton County Planning Commission 

Public Hearing 

October 6, 2015 

16404 Courthouse Road, Eastville, VA 

7:00p.m., Board Chambers 

 

Members Present – Dixon Leatherbury, Jacqueline Chatmon, Mike Ward, Sylvia Stanley, Mark Freeze, 
Dave Fauber 

Members Absent – Kay Downing  

Also in attendance - Peter Stith, Long Range Planner & Nyoka Hall, Recording Secretary 

The meeting was called to order and a quorum was established. 

The agenda was reviewed. Commissioner Chatmon motioned to approve the agenda as presented with a 
second from Commissioner Ward.  The motion carried with all in favor (6-0). 

Public Hearings: 

Peter Stith read the following into the record: 

A. Ten Year Review of Church Neck AFD:  The Church Neck AFD is located along both sides of 
Church Neck Road (SR 619) and extending along the north and south side of Sparrow Point Road 
(SR 657). 

Chairman Leatherbury opened the hearing to the public for comments.  There being no comments the 
hearing was then closed and opened for discussion amongst the Commission. Commissioner Freeze 
motioned to recommend the Church Neck AFD for renewal.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner 
Stanley and carried (5-1) with all in favor except Commissioner Ward. 

Peter Stith read the following into the record: 

B. Ten Year Review of Concord AFD:  The Concord AFD is located along both side of 
Occohannock Neck Road (SR 183) and TB Road (SR 607) extending along the east and west side 
of Wardtown Road (SR 606). 

Chairman Leatherbury opened the hearing to the public for comments.  

Susan Tankard a participant of the Concord AFD read a letter into the record requesting the Commission 
recommend approval for both the Concord and the Jamesville AFD. 
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Ken Dufty a resident of Exmore, VA  stated that he owns properties next to the Concord and Jamesville 
AFD’s and added that he was in support of the AFD’s as agriculture is the lifeblood of Northampton 
County. 
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There being no further comments; Chairman Leatherbury closed the hearing to the public and opened 
discussion amongst the Commission.  Commissioner Freeze motioned to recommend the Concord AFD 
for renewal.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Chatmon and carried 5-1 with all in favor 
except Commissioner Ward.   

Peter Stith read the following into the record: 

C. Ten Year Review of Jamesville AFD:  The Jamesville AFD is located along both sides of 
Occohannock Neck Road (SR 183) and James Wharf Road (SR 614) and extending north-west 
along Sturgis House Drive (SR 676). 

Chairman Leatherbury opened the hearing to the public for comments.  There being no comments the 
hearing was then closed and opened for discussion amongst the Commission. Commissioner Freeze 
motioned to recommend the Jamesville AFD for renewal.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner 
Fauber and carried 5-1 with all in favor except Commissioner Ward. 

Peter Stith read the following into the record: 

D. Ten Year Review of Old Plantation AFD:  The Old Plantation AFD is located along both sides of 
Jacobia Lane (SR 682) and Plantation Drive (SR 643). 

Chairman Leatherbury opened the hearing to the public for comments. There being no comments the 
hearing was then closed and opened for discussion amongst the Commission. Commissioner Fauber 
motioned to recommend the Old Plantation AFD for renewal.  The motion was seconded by 
Commissioner Stanley and carried 5-1 with all in favor except Commissioner Ward. 

Peter Stith read the following into the record: 

E. Request to withdraw from Pickett’s Harbor AFD:  Denard C. Spady & Dora Weston Spady 
Wilkins have requested to withdraw property identified as tax  map 112 double circle A parcel 39 
and located at the intersection of Smaw Drive and Arlington Road. 

Chairman Leatherbury opened the hearing to the public for comments. There being no comments the 
hearing was then closed and opened for discussion amongst the Commission.  Commissioner Freeze 
motioned that the request to withdraw be granted.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Chatmon 
and carried with all in favor (6-0). 

Peter Stith read the following into the record: 

F.  Ten Year Review of Pickett’s Harbor AFD: The Pickett’s Harbor AFD is located along both 
sides of Arlington Road (SR 645) and extending west of Lankford Highway (SR 13). 

Chairman Leatherbury opened the hearing to the public for comments.  There being no comments the 
hearing was then closed and opened for discussion amongst the Commission. Commissioner Fauber 
motioned to recommend renewal of the Pickett’s Harbor AFD.  The motion was seconded by 
Commissioner Stanley and carried 5-1 with all in favor except Commissioner Ward. 

Peter Stith read the following into the record: 

G. Ten Year Review of Point Pleasant AFD: The Point Pleasant AFD is located along both sides of 
Seaside Road (SR 600) and extending east of Lankford Highway (SR 13). 
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Chairman Leatherbury opened the hearing to the public for comments.  

Cela Burge was present as representation for Tom Dixon. She requested a positive recommendation for 
this AFD as it has been a long standing farm and forestal tract.   

There being no further comments the hearing was closed to the public and opened for discussion amongst 
the Commission.  Commissioner Chatmon motioned that the Point Pleasant AFD be recommended for 
approval.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Freeze and carried 5-1 with all in favor except 
Commissioner Ward. 

Peter Stith read the following into the record: 

H. Zoning Text Amendment 15-01 NHCO: The Northampton County Planning Commission 
proposes to amend the Northampton County Code 10/21/2009, Chapter 154, Appendix A Use 
Regulations, Category 4 Community Services, #14 “Medical Clinics (outpatient)” to be permitted 
by Major Special Use Permit in the A/RB, Agricultural/Rural Business Zoning District. 

Chairman Leatherbury opened the hearing to the public for comments.   

Jeff Walker questioned the reason behind the proposed request.  Chairman Leatherbury explained that the 
reason was to pose a solution for medical facilities when the hospital leaves the County; this amendment 
is a proactive attempt.   

Granville Hogg inquired if the request was being made by the medical ad hoc committee in preparation 
for the departure of the hospital.  Chairman Leatherbury informed Mr. Hogg, that no conversation had 
taken place with the adhoc committee.  The only communication about the proposed use has been with 
the group who is wishing to locate a facility in the County. 

Cela Burge stated that it’s a good idea to permit medical facilities.  The special use process may be 
appropriate for a use like this. She applauded the Commission’s attempt to think proactively as the 
hospital will be leaving. 

With no further comments the public hearing was closed to the public and opened to the Commission for 
discussion.  A motion was made by Commissioner Ward to recommend approval of Zoning Text 
Amendment 15-01 as submitted.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Stanley and carried with 
all in favor (6-0). 

Peter Stith read the following into the record: 

I. Zoning Text Amendment 15-02 NHCO: The Northampton County Board of Supervisors proposes 
to amend the Northampton County Code 10/21/2009, §154.109 Wireless Communications 
Facilities Standards to resolve conflicts within the text and the Appendix A Use Regulations, 
Category 4 Community Services, #32 to permit Wireless Communication Facilities (WCF’s) 
including wireless broadband service towers up to 199 feet by Minor Special Use Permit in the 
Town Edge-Commercial General (TE-CG), Existing Business (EB), Commercial-1 (C-1) and 
Existing Industrial (EI) Districts. 

Chairman Leatherbury opened the hearing to the public.   

Katie Nunez, County Administrator was present as the agent for the Board of Supervisors to answer 
any questions. She added that there was some conversation with a service provider that was seeking 
some leniency in the placement of facilities.  Commissioner Ward stated that according to Pat Coady, 
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the state is seeking install some emergency systems and questioned the probability of private 
enterprise co-locating on the structure.  Ms. Nunez responded that she was not aware of anything at 
this time.  She was aware that Mr. Coady had attended a conference, but had not been briefed on the 
information presented. 

Ken Dufty of Exmore spoke in favor of the application. He referenced the Competitive Study and 
added that we are in need of medical facilities, communication, etc. to better Northampton County. 

Granville Hogg made the comment, that as he looks at the County broadly, there is a need for the 
County to have a plan to see that all of the County residents have the opportunity for internet service.  
Placing towers at random could lead to many poor systems instead of 1 good system.  He added that 
he would make the suggestion at the Supervisors meeting.  The county needs to advocate for a 
centralized plan to serve all of the County residents.  The approval for areas of blanketed service is 
not totally appropriate as everyone should be able to receive service. 

There being no further comments, the hearing was closed to the public and opened discussion to the 
Commission.  A motion was made by Commissioner Chatmon to recommend Zoning Text 15-02 for 
approval.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Freeze and carried with all in favor (6-0). 

Consideration of Minutes 

A. August 4, 2015 regular meeting – Commissioner Chatmon motioned to approve the minutes as 
presented.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Ward and carried (5-0), Commissioner 
Fauber abstained. 

B. August 26, 2015 work session – Commissioner Chatmon motioned to approve the minutes as 
presented.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Ward and carried (5-0), Commissioner 
Fauber abstained. 

Communications  

Peter Stith informed the Commission that at the September 28th, 2015 Board of Supervisors meeting the 
Proposed Zoning Ordinance was voted out to public hearing.  The Commission will have sixty days from 
tonight’s meeting, October 6, 2015 to complete their review.  The Joint Public Hearing has been 
scheduled for November 2nd.  Chairman Leatherbury polled the Commission to determine a day suitable 
to begin the review.  It was determined that the Commission would be meet on October 14th in addition to 
the already scheduled work session of October 21st.  

Mr. Stith also informed the Commission that the Board has approved the Special Use Permits 2015-12 for 
the Montessori School and 2015-13 application for single wide mobile home for Tim Wivell.  Also staff 
has been formatting both section I &II in preparation for distribution to the PRSG and CPAC.  The PRSG 
membership list will be updated to reflect changes since 2012. 

With no further business, Chairman Leathery called for a motion to recess.  Commissioner Freeze 
motioned to recess until the October 14th meeting.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Stanley 
and carried with all in favor (6-0). 

 
_____________________________________  _____________________________________ 
Chairman      Secretary 
 

 


