MINUTES
Northampton County Planning Commission
November 20, 2013

This was a work session of the Northampton County Planning Commission held on Wednesday,
November 20, 2013, in the main conference room at the County Administration Building
located at 16404 Courthouse Road in Eastville, Va.

In attendance were Chair Martina Coker, Roberta Kellam, Dixon Leatherbury, Sylvia Stanley and
Vice-Chair Mike Ward. Absent from the meeting was Jacqueline Chatmon. Others present
were Charles McSwain, Director of Development; Long Range Planner Peter Stith and
Administrative Assistant Kay Downing.

The meeting was called to order at 7:00 p.m. by the Chair and a quorum established.

The agenda was unanimously accepted as presented upon motion by Commissioner
Leatherbury and second by Commissioner Ward.

Comprehensive Plan Review

The Commission continued review of the comprehensive plan beginning with discussion of the
draft Part 1, Community Facilities.

Page 1, Section 6.2 was shortened to “Assets”.

Page 2, line 31, “both public and private” were added after “resources”.

Page 2, Section 6.3, the fourth bullet point was edited to read, “Citizens must have access to
potable water for drinking.” A fifth bullet point was added to read, “Citizens desire clean water

for recreation.”

The last bullet point on page 2 was changed to note that of the three public schools, not one
has full accreditation which will be verified by staff.

Page 4, the second full paragraph, “media” was added after “print” in the first line (105).

(A break was taken at 8:35 p.m.)

The following goals were edited: Goal 6.1.1, Goal 6.2, Goal 6.2.10, Goal 6.6.1, Goal 6.6.2, Goal
6.6.5, Goal 6.7.5, Goals 6.7.1 and 6.7.5 were merged into one and the section renumbered;
Goal 6.8.2, after Goal 6.8.5 a new Goal was added to evaluate and implement innovative

methods of education; Goal 6.9.3 and 6.10.1.

Goals 6.1.2,6.2.1, 6.2.13,6.5.4,6.5.6,6.6.7,6.6.8,6.7.1, 6.7.2 6.8.1 and 6.10.3 were deleted
from the draft.
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A new Goal 6.3.3 was added to provide studies and reports related to the County on the County
website.

Discussion was held on broadband with Commissioner Kellam stating her opinion that the
county may be interfering with the marketing of communication options by promoting one
form of communication over another such as broadband versus a digital subscriber line (DSL).
Mr. McSwain noted that broadband would help attract and promote business activity such as
medical data management, etc. Commissioner Kellam also noted that local government has
authority over height limitations, land use and zoning. She questioned if broadband should be
in the comprehensive plan. Staff was asked to expand language related to broadband and its
business connections.

During review staff was also directed to check with the health department about data related
to repairs/replacements of existing septic systems in the County.

Chairman Coker will provide more information on emergency services and emergency shelter.
Recess

Upon motion by Commissioner Kellam and second by Commissioner Stanley the meeting was
adjourned at 9:52 p.m. The motion carried unanimously.

Chair Secretary
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