Minutes
Northampton County Planning Commission
Work Session

February 20, 2013

This was a recessed meeting of the Northampton County Planning Commission held on Wednesday,
February 20, 2013, in the main conference room in the County Administration Building located at
16404 Courthouse Road in Eastville, Virginia. The purpose of the meeting was to continue review of
the comprehensive plan.

Those present were Chair Martina Coker, Vice-Chair Michael Ward, Mary Miller, Dixon Leatherbury and
Roberta Kellam. Absent from the meeting were Sylvia Stanley and Severn Carpenter.

Also attending were Peter Stith, Long Range Planner; and Kay Downing, Administrative Assistant.
The meeting was called to order at 7:02 p.m. and a quorum established.

Review and acceptance of the agenda

The agenda was revised by deleting Item 4.B., upon motion by Commissioner Miller and second by
Commissioner Kellam. The motion carried 5 to 0.

Comprehensive Plan Review

Review of Section 3, Population & Demographics Analysis Part Il of the comp plan was held first.
Commissioner Kellam gave an explanation of those changes she made to the draft. Discussion was
held on how data quantifies poverty. It was suggested that poverty strategies be included in the
Community Facilities & Services Section. Also, it was asked if a poverty plan was warranted. The Health
segment was updated but still needed some editing that will be finished by Commissioner Coker.

The commission then reviewed Section 6 Environment Part Il. Mr. Stith noted that the NOAA Coastal
Service Center public website will soon be available and it was suggested that the website information
be provided. There should be a short paragraph to explain the 3 maps related to flooding. “Prime
farmland” should be cited in Section 6.4.2 on page 6-9. Corrections to punctuation and typographical
errors were noted. The map figure 6.5 Carolina Bay on Page 6-12 should be more decipherable. Also,
additional information should be obtained from Kurt Smith on Carolina Bays. The validity of the
information provided in the first paragraph on page 6-22 was questioned (Section 6.8.1). It was
decided that additional information would be sought from Britt McMillan on the simulation model as
described in the fifth paragraph, page 6-22. On page 6-23, the last sentence in the fifth paragraph was
deleted.
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Section 2 History & Geography Part Il was reviewed. The last edits made by Mr. Stith were noted and
Section 2, Part Il was deemed finished.

A draft of the Transportation Section was distributed for future review and discussion.

Status Reports from Comp Plan Subcommittees

Subcommittee status reports were then presented. Commissioners Miller and Ward are progressing
with the Housing Section, but it would not be ready in time for the March meeting. Commissioner
Miller noted that concerned citizens want low density in the villages and hamlets with no multi-family
housing. Commissioners Leatherbury and Carpenter are working on the Community Services Section
that should be available for the March work session. Commissioner Kellam suggested that the
Community Facilities should come after Housing Section. Commissioner Kellam informed the
commission about the Livable Communities information and that the Board of Supervisors wants this
information included in the comp plan. She noted that the Transportation Section should include the
merits of “walkability” options and bike paths that need to be more fully explored including retrofitting
existing residential developments. Commissioner Miller stated that inclusion of this information may
assist the county when applying for grants. She then suggested that perhaps poverty should be a
separate section. It was noted that the Land Use Plan would be developed as the final part of the
comp plan. Commissioner Kellam noted that since the public did not look at the data, public input is
summarized at the beginning of the comp plan. Commissioner Miller also noted that the Plan Review
Stakeholders Group (PRSG) will need to conduct a final review and provide input. It was decided that
Economic Analysis would be reviewed again at the regular March meeting if time permits.

It was noted that updates to the Population & Demographics Section including the Health segment
would be ready for distribution prior to March 5. Also, Economic Analysis should be ready for
discussion on March 5 as well as the Transportation Section and Part Il of Natural Resources.

Prior to adjourning the commission was informed that the joint work session with Board is scheduled
for Monday, March 25, at 5:00 p.m. in the Board chambers. Mr. Stith noted that he would not be
available to meet on March 20. It was decided that the next work session would be scheduled at the
next meeting.

Adjourn

Motion to adjourn was made by Commissioner Kellam and seconded by Commissioner Miller at 9:05
p.m. The motion carried unanimously 5 to 0.

Chair Secretary
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